THE    ISLAND    WORLD
promised to take good care of the child, and the
woman went out, wading away in the shallow water
towards the reef. Now, no sooner was the woman
out of the way, than Bigmouth pulled off one of the
child's legs and began to eat it; and by the time
the woman had got to the fishing-ground, Little-
mouth had pulled off the other leg and eaten it.
And a strong smell was wafted across the water to
the woman, so unsavoury that she could not fish.
Then Bigmouth, going down to the beach, sang loud
across the water, "We will stone the swamp hen
and hang the child.'7 And the woman sang back,
"Feed it well; feed it well; feed it on pap that it
may not choke ! "
Then Bigmouth and Littlemouth each tore off an
arm and ate it, and then proceeded to tear the rest
of the child's body in pieces, taking care to catch
the blood in a cocoa-nut shell. And again a strange
and sickening smell was wafted across the water to
the woman as she fished, and she sang again as
before, "Feed it well; feed it well; feed it on pap
that it may not choke."
Still the sisters continued devouring the child, till
all was gone but the head. This they took, and
first shaved the hair in diamond pattern, then
painted it all over, and placed it near the door.
They took a large piece of tappa, which they rolled
up to resemble the child's body, so thai} it appeared
as if the child were sleeping* And then sat down
and awaited the mother's return.
She presently came back, put down her basket
of fish outside the door, and asked for a cocoa-nut
shell of water to wash with. The sisters handed
her the shell of blood. But the mother said, " What
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